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Second Annual Yo-Yo Day 


The second annual National Yo-Yo Day came 
this year on June 6, the 98th anniversary of the 
birth of the late Donald EF Duncan Sr, founder of 
Duncan Yo-Yo. The media in widely scattered 
areas of the country picked up on the day, which 
was included in the 1991 edition of Chase’s An- 
nual Events. 

Now is the time to begin preparing fory our fes- 
tivities and publicity for next year’s Yo-Yo Day. 
Although the day officially falls on June 6, Don 
Duncan (Jr) suggests that, because schools are 
still in session in most parts of the country at that 
time, festivities be celebrated on the Saturday fol- 
lowing June 6 each year. 


IJA REPORT 


Yo-Yos are a Hit 
at Jugglers’ Festival 


”Yo-yos are here to stay at the Intemational Jug- 
glers Association.” We heard those words again 
and again at the IJA festival July 16-21 at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. 

”Mr. Pro- Yo” Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash., was 
universally acclaimed a hit at the festival as he 
dazzled the audience with three public displays of 
yo-yo dexterity —as a brief “filler” act of about 
four minutes during the National Juggling Cham- 
pionships Friday night, at the Yo-Yo Demonstra- 
tion during the “IJA Games” on Saturday 
aftemoon, and on the darkened outdoor stage of 
“Club Renegade” (the nightly midnight show- 
case) using illuminated yo-yos. At the Club 
Renegade performance, he received the evening’s 
only standing ovation after he knocked a quarter 
off the ear of a volunteer 

Tuey Wilson, of Lakeville, Minn., became the 
first juggler to include yo-yo tricks as a small part 
of his competitive routine at the Nationals Friday 
night. He and his partner received a bronze medal 
for their performance. 

One festival goer who had just taken up the art 
of yo-yo play after seeing Dale Oliver's act told 
us, “I predict that within two or three years, the 
yoyowill become something of a fad among jug- 
glers at the convention.” 

We made a great start at the conventions last 
year and this year. 

Other yo-yo activities at IJA included a 
workshop on “New Yo-Yo Tricks” conducted by 
“Professor Yo-Yo” Stuart Crump; a session on 
“Yo-Yo Carving” with Dale Oliver, a demo Satur- 
day afternoon featuring Dale, Stu, Jon Gates and 
David Harris; and a yo-yo sales table manned by 
Dale Oliver and the Gates family (Tom, Ladonna 
and son Jon). In addition, Dale was recruiting jug- 
glers who might be interested in making extra 
money as yo-yo pros as part of Playmaxx’s school 


program. 

Be sure to mark you calendar today for July 14- 
19 in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, the site of next 
year’s JA convention. Plans are already under- 
way to stage a World Championship Yo-Yo Con- 
test at the conference as a way to further increase 
the excitement for the yo-yo among jugglers and 
the media covering the event. Stay tuned. 


Notes from the IJA 


For the third year in a row, your editor attended 
and taught a workshop in yo-yoing at the Intemna- 
tional Jugglers Association’s annual convention, 
which is held in various locations around the 
country each July. 

Even though the yo-yo is only a small subset of 
the juggling arts, we’ve discovered that there is a 
beautiful synergy that comes from the interaction 
between jugglers and yo-yoers. 

One of our goals has been to introduce the yo- 
yo to the juggling community so that jugglers will 
tum on their incredible creative energy and 
Originality to create new yo-yo tricks, thus to help 
the art of yo continue to grow. 

For example, while Jeff Daymont was on stage 
performing a particularly intricate cigar bax jug- 
gling routine, we overheard a spectator (evident- 
ly anon-juggler) sitting behind us in the audience 
turn to her companion and say with astonishment. 
“Who thinks these things up the first time?” 

Every great trick starts with an idea in 
somebody’s mind. The greater the number of crea- 
tive people we have playing with the yo-yo, the 
more new tricks and effects they will come up 
with. 

Also, we hope that jugglers will add a few yo- 
yOtricks to theiracts. Jugglers who have done this 
report that the yo-yo tricks, even the simplest 
ones, are well received by their audiences. The 
result can be an increased income for the juggler. 
It can also help spread the philosophy of yo and 
the joy of yo-yoing to a wider audience than we 
yo-yoers alone can reach. 

Just to give you an idea of the incredible variety 
of creative people and ideas we picked up at the 
conference, here is a sampling of bits and pieces 
(in no particular order) gamered from our 
notebook: 

e “As long as you entertain them, the audience 
doesn’t care what you do in your act. They don’t 
care how hard or how spectacular it is. If it appeals 
to them, they’ll give you a big hand.” — Forrest 
Hobbs, one of the world’s foremost rope spinners 
who is also quite handy with the yo-yo. 

@ “When you begin something, end it.” --Nick 
Gatto, whose son, Anthony, is generally con- 
sidered the world’s greatest juggler. Nick is 
Anthony’s coach. 

e “Did you ever notice how when you doa trick 
for the first time, nobody’s watching?” —Jim 
Coughlin. 

@ When a photographer stepped up to snap his 


photo, Club Renegade emcee Ngaio Bealum made 
a funny face at the camera and said, “I don’t show 
upon film.” Later, he made a comment on why he 
prefers juggling for a living to regular employ- 
ment “I’ve got nothing against jobs. I just don’t 
want one.” 

@ Inthe same vein, Bob Nickerson commented 
in the middle of his act, after uttering a series of 
genuine groaner puns: “Isn’t it amazing what a 
man will go through to avoid an honest day’s 
work?” 

@ While performing the unique--and extremely 
dangerous--trick of warming up to catch a bowl- 
ing ball on his face, Dan Bennett topped a heckler 
with this line: “I’m sorry you’ re not lower on the 
food chain.” After successfully performing the 
catch and receiving an enthusiastic reception from 
the audience, he replied: “I haven't been this 
popular since I owed money.” 

e Bob Nickerson is not a yo-yoer, but he sug- 
gests a nice line you could use with “Rock the 
Baby.” First, do the trick and mention that it’s a 
traditional, classic trick. Then say, “I'd like to do 
the ‘90s version of ‘Rock the Baby.’” Do it again 
exactly the same way and comment, “I'll do it 
again, but this time with COMMITMENT!” 

e A point stressed in the “Street Performing 
Workshop” that we had heard before but forgot- 
ten is “Houdini’s rule”; “Involve all the sense.” In 
other words, the more of the five senses you can 
include with your trick, the more response you’ ll 
generate from the audience. Examples of tricks 
that involve additional senses are “Spaghetti,” 
“Buzz Saw” and “Flush the Toilet.” Look forways 
to include sound effects with your ticks, even 
something sosimple as singing “Rockabye Baby” 
when doing “Rock the Baby.” You can also get 
the audience to use more of its senses by getting 
it to say “ooooh!” and “aaaah!” as you perform 
certain tricks. Another technique is to get the 
audience “assisting” you by clapping rhythmical- 


ly. 

e@ Another tip from the Street Performing 
Workship: If you have a trick that requires avolun- 
teer, pick your volunteer before beginning your 
routine, or before you get to the trick. Know what 
you need--i.e., a kid, a boy, a girl, a funny-looking 
man, etc., and have the person selected ahead of 
time. To get someone to volunteer when no one 
does, you could tease them by saying, “There are 
people who will do anything for a Kit Kat Bar” 
And reward them with one. 

@ Overheard: “Are you a clown?” “No, I don’t 
work nearly hard enough to be a clown.” 


Advice from 
a Master Juggler 


When asked when he would retire, Soviet jug- 
gler, Sergei Ignatov, who performs in the Moscow 
Circus and is perhaps the only other person in the 
world who could rival Anthony Gatto as the 
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world’s greatest juggler, replied: “As long as Ican, 
I'm going to push myself as hard as I can.” 

—— On originality: “There’s a paucity of 
new i and le doing new things, even in 
ta lame alana 

Whenasked his advice to beginning jugglers, he 
replied: “Find good teachers. That’s the most im- 
portant thing I want to tell jugglers.” 

He also stressed that it’s important that both of 
your ams leam to do the same things. 

Even though he has a good sense of humor and 
a friendly, outgoing manner, Ignatov does not use 
comedy in his act. When asked about comedy 
techniques, he replied: “In order to use comedy in 
juggling, you have to find comedy inside yourself. 
If that comedy isn’t there, it will be a farce.” 


Performance Lines 


Here are a few great performance lines we heard 
used by jugglers at DA that could be adapted for 
yo-yoing (source given where known} 

*I’m going to attempt something you've never 
seen before and will probably never want to see 
again.” 

Lines from Bob Nickerson, one of the funniest 
jugglers in the business, who specializes in jug- 
gling athletic props (he’s “The Jockular Juggler”) 
and outrageous humor.After a particularly bad 
pun, he commented, “You gotta admit, folks, it’s 
the timing, not the material.” “Anybody can get 
laughs with good jokes.” After a particularly long 
segment of his act, he said, “They said to doa short 
bit tonight. It’s too late for that.” 

In a moment of serious discussion on the art of 
object manipulation, Bob explained that the ap- 
proachable, friendly performer is more successful 
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than the egotistical braggart because “nobody 
likes a showoff.” 

After missing a particularly difficult trick twice, 
Bob said, “Three tries on the hard ones. Union 
tules.” He received a big applause when he got it 
on the third try. 

In the public show, Dale Jones slipped in a few 
classic funny lines, including, “This is a comedy 
show. I don’t have to be that good.” 


The WJA Convention: TOPS! 


At each DA convention, those in charge of 
production, workshops and other aspects of the af- 
fair receive a token present from the JA. Two 
years ago, for example, they gave out puppets. 
Last year it was masks. This year it was wooden 
Spin tops, especially made for the occasion by The 
Toycrafter, in keeping with the theme that “jug- 
glers are tops!” 

Just as we were going to press, we received an 
article by fax from Toycrafter president Don 
Olney. Here it is: 

The annual convention of the JA is a wonder- 
ful event for anyone to attend. For the tiny group 
of folks who gathered at this year’s event in St 
Louis to exchange information and tricks that you 
can do with a spin top, it was the start of some- 
thing grand. Exactly four top spinners arranged to 
meet in advance at the convention. We figured 
there would be others whowere already interested 
in tops, and that jugglers and yo-yo folks would 
be a great group to recruit to the joys of top tricks. 

We were right! A couple of informally arranged 
top-spinning workshops and hours of just hanging 
out and the list of topspinners grew! This top spin- 
ner had to leave early, but the top-spinning group 
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had grown to about 20 people of all ages. 

We found another group of six people who were 
already “expert” top spinners, and about 15 or so 
who had taken advantage of the top-spinning 
workshops to lear the beginners’ moves. 

Most exciting of all was the presence of 
Masahiro Mizumo. His performance with large 
traditional Japanese spinning tops at the first 
night’s Club Renegade was absolutely wonderful. 
The next day he showed us many of the tricks up 
close, and he even showed us how to do a couple 
of things. He warmed us, however, that he had 
taken many months to leam these difficult feats. 

Masahiro told us that his master, head of Edo- 
Koma, will be in New York in October for the 
Japanese Festival. Masahiro has promised to let 
me know more details of this visit, which I will 
pass along to “Yo-Yo Times.” 

[For more information on spin tops, you can 
contact Don Olney c/o The Toycrafter, 1237 E 
Main St., Rochester, NY 14609, 1-800-423-8597 
or716-288-9000. See also Don’s letterin the LET- 
TERS section} 


LETTERS 


Lots of Collectors 
Just to let you know that we received many or- 
ders for the “Collectors’ Showcase” July issue 
with the story on the Duncan family collection. 
My thanks toyou forwriting it and to Lance Lew 
at Hilltop Mall in Richmonnd, Calif., for provid- 
ing many of the photos. 
Be sure to let me know if other great collections 
of yo-dom appear. 
I guess I need a yo-yo stage name? 
James R. Brackin, Publisher 
“Collector's Showcase” 
P.O. Box 837 
Tulsa, OK 74101 
[Thanks, Jim, for the follow up. You havea great 
magazine. Any “Yo-YoTimes” readers who’ dlike 
to have a copy of that issue should send a check 
or money order for $5 (pastpaid) to “Collector's 
Showcase,” P.O. Bax 837, Tulsa, OK 74101. Ask 
for the July 1990 issue. As for your name, how 
about “Yo-Case Jim”? “Yo-Case Collector”? 


“The Flaming Carrot” 

“The Flaming Carrot” is a nifty comic book 
created by Bob Burden. Unlike most superheros, 
the Carrot doesn’t have any super powers. His 
mind is simple and childlike. His costume, 
bizarre, to say the least. His mask is a giant carrot. 
Also, he is a keen yo-yo aficionado. You can find 
“The Flaming Carrot” at most comic book stops. 
Be sure tocheck the “back issues” bin because the 
comic comes out three or four times a year 

Ted Eckel 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Now I Are One 

Gune 7, Middlefield, Ohio)--The time is finally 
fast arriving. The movers will arrive on June 21st 
and transport our household goods to Arizona and 
retirement. The builder assures us that the house 
will be ready to move into upon our arrival. 

I will be retained on a consulting basis for some 
time with Duncan Toys. My career spans 46 years 
in the toy industry, and over 30 with Duncan. 

Starting with a front page article in the “New 
York Sunday Times” (April 14, 1991), which was 
syndicated nationally, there has been an enormous 
amount of public relations generated in the past 
several months. I have been interviewed in- 
numerable times by various newspapers, 
magazines and TV stations. Yesterday, which was 
“National Yo-Yo Day,” I had an interview for the 
evening sports broadcast on Channel 6 in Mil- 


waukee. 

It closed with my mouthing a joke I have used 
foryears, “I didn’t used to know whatayo-yowas, 
and now I are one.” 

If youever get tothe boondocks of Arizona, look 
us up. 

Clyde Mortensen 
Cottonwood, Ariz. 


14 Grandchildren 

Please send your yo-yo newsletter. 

1 am a grandfather of 14 grandchildren and can 
think of nothing better than to have them leam 
some skills with the yo-yo. 

Please send information as to a place to buy 
them yo-yos and “The World on a String.” 

Ralph Jewell St 
Rochester, Minn. 

[Thanks foryour letter, Ralph. You can buy yo- 
yos from any of our advertisers directly or at your 
favorite toy store (where available). “The World 
on a String” by Helane Zeiger is available from 
Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-yos. Call for details.] 


Reversing Top 

In response to “Dr. Diablo” Steven Salberg’s let- 
ter in the May-June issue of “Yo-Yo Times,” I’m 
happy to report that The Toycrafter makes all 
kinds of tops, including a wooden “rattleback” 
reversing top. You spin the top in one direction, 
and it slowly stops spinning and reverses direction 
right before your eyes. 

These reversing tops are known from ancient 
times. My eartiest reference goes back to a book 
published in 1909, where some stones, known as 
“Celts,” unearthed at archeological digs in 
England, showed the remarkable tendency to stop 
and reverse when spun. 

Tam an avid top collector and would very much 
like to be in touch with anyone who is a collector 
orplayer. I have a list of about 20 top spinners who 
doa variety of tricks with a top. I am getting quite 
a lot of videos of top spinners, too. 

As for leaming to spin a top, itis quite a bit more 
difficult than a yo-yo but very much worth the ef- 
fort. Anyone who missed the top-spinning 
workshop at the Intemational Jugglers Conven- 
tion in St. Louis can get in touch with me. I’m a 
real novice, but I may be able to help you get 
Started. 

Don Olney 

The Toycrafter 

1237 East Main St. 
Rochester, NY 14690-6994 
Phone: 716-288-9000 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Don asks if we would be 
interested in his writing a column on top spinning 
in “Yo-Yo Times.” We like the idea. What do our 
readers think? Drop us a line or give us a call. See 
also his comments about the JA conference under 
the LIA report.) 


On the Road with the 
Smothers Brothers 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 

Aug. 7, County Fair, San Mateo, Calif. 

Aug. 9, Wente Brothers Winery Amphitheater, 
Livermore, Calif. 

Aug. 10, Paul Masson Winery, Saratoga, Calif. 

Aug. 11, Midstate Fair, Paso Robles, Calif. 

Aug. 12, Humphrey’s, San Diego, Calif. 

Aug. 15, Pier Six Pavilion, Baltimore, Md. 

Aug. 18, Wolf Trap, Vienna, Va. 

Aug. 20, Melody Fair, North Tonowanda, New 
York. 


Aug. 31-Sept. 3, Capitol Celebrity Theater, 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Sept. 6-7, Alaska Center for the Performing 
Arts, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Sept. 15, Civic Center, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Sept. 21, Capitol Celebrity Theater, Davenport, 
lowa. 

Sept. 26, Northwestern State University, 
Nachitoche, La. 

Sept. 27, American Theater, St. Louis, Mo. 

Sept. 28, Century Two Convention Hall, 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Oct. 4-5, Dallas (Texas) Symphony. 

Oct. 6, EJ. Thomas Performing Arts Hall, 
Akron, Ohio. 

Oct. 11, Norton Center, Danville, Kent. 

Oct. 12, Scottish Rites Auditorium, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

Oct. 18, Horizon Hotel, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 

Oct. 24, Arlene Schmitzer Auditorium, 
Portland, Ore. 

Oct. 25, Pantages Center, Takoma, Wash. 

Oct. 26, Mount Baker Theater, Bellingham, 
Wash. 

Oct. 27, Morrison Center for the Performing 
Arts, Boise, Idaho. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 12, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, 
Nev. 


Tom & Dick Make “B.C.” 


Did you see the comic strip “B.C.” on May 11? 
It went something like this: 

“See Dick strum and make music. See Dick's 
mother make a big fuss over Dick. See Tommy 
knock Dick upside the head with a yo-yo.” 

It’s a joke, of course. 

Tom will perform in a golf tournament Sept. 17- 
20 sponsored by Hart, the guy who writes B.C. 
comics. 


NEW YO BRIEFS 


@ Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 California 
St, San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138, has 
introduced the new sleek Black and Tortoise Shell 
Anodized SB-2 Yo-Yo, which (Tom writes) is 
“rapidly becoming the hottest item we have be- 
cause of its incredible performance and stunning 
appearance.” $85 plus $3 shipping and handling, 
includes spare bearing, 10 strings, rubber power 
rings, string gap tool, drawstring pouch and 40- 
page “Flight Manual.” Bonus if you mention that 
you are a “Yo-Yo Times” reader. a Yo-Yo Lanyard 
and Lucite Desk Display Stand (see next item). 

@ Also new from Tom Kuhn: (1) a stylish Yo- 
Yo Belt Pouch, made for Kuhn by Zo Bags of San 
Francisco from durable Cordura canvas with 
velcro closure. It has space fora yo-yo and strings. 
Its sleek look goes equally weil with dress cloth- 
ing or jeans. $6. (2) Asimilar bag with a unique 
neck strap, the Yo-Yo Neck Bags are “very ‘with 
it’ here,” Tom writes. “The yo-yo stays clase at 
hand and the bag is super high on style points 
without being obtrusive.” $6. (3) A black nylon 
drawstring Yo-Yo Lanyard. “Just think of it! Yo- 
yos as jewelry! Or as replacements for the bolo 
ties!” Tom says, “Believe me, the new black and 
tortoise shell brown anodized SB-2 look very chic 
when wom this way. I have been wearing mine 
and gotten so many compliments.” The lanyard 
holds the yo-yo securely on the string grove, and 
the yo-yo is ready for play at a moment's notice. 
$2. (4) Lucite Yo-Yo Desk Stand (designed by 
Don Watson), so you can display your yo-yo on 
your desk or a shelf. $2.50. Add $3 shipping and 
handling on all orders. 

e@ New from Yomega Corp., 1058 Pleasant St., 
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HUMMINGBIRD 
CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird ton ok Cena din: 
Compiate weed paruticiety cxpatiaties including: 


o Millwork 


o Turnings 
o Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
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“Dennis McBride’s 
Gallery of String Tricks” 


70 minutes. More than 50 front mounts, dismounts & tricks. 


Sti available: “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 
and “Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
Each video, $25. 


Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send your check today to: 

Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 


Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


P.O. Box 4146, Fall River, MA 02723, 617/672- 
7399: "Yomega, the Yo-Yo with a Brain” is now 
available in a model with glow-in-the-dark clutch 
arms. Available in clear or gem colors. $12 plus 
$2.50 shipping and handling for orders up to $20, 
$3.50 over $20. 


@ Daren Bedford of Toronto, Ontario, tells us 
that the cartoon show on TV, “A Pup Called 
Scoobydoo” has a little girl on it who is always 
playing with the yo-yo. “She sometimes catches 
crooks with the yo-yo,” Daren adds. If any readers 
know of other appearances of the yo-yo on 
television, let us know. 

e Paul Buethe still has a few yo-yos left, which 
he is selling at bargain prices or, in the case of 
several collectors’ items, at competitive prices. 
These include Canada Games Yo-yos, including 


Yo-Yo Times / July - August 1991 - Page 3 


AD-¥) », geouo0o88 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 
Ad-Yo's offer a full 19." circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 


» White, high-impact plastic 

* Attached string 

* Your logo hot stamped on 
viny! colored discs. 

Choose trom a variety of colors. 


Cail for detaits! 
(602) 623-9981 


strings and an “Action Pack” with two yo-yos in 
it, Hummingbird-made Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yos, Yo- 
Yo Man Videos, Dennis McBride’s Two-Handed 
Yo-Yo Tricks video, and the book “World on a 
String” by Helane Zeiger (autographed). Drop 
Paul a line or give hima call if you are interested 
at 1236 N. Monroe St, Stockton, CA 95203, 
209/464-7461. 

e “Yo-Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook will put 
ona yo-yoshow and workshop on Aug. 6 at7 p.m. 
at the Windsor (Conn.) Public Library. Windsor is 
asuburb of Hartford, Conn. Also, she’ II puton two 
shows and workshops, at 2 p.m. on Sept. 28 and 
11:30 am. Sept. 29 at the Remsen (N_Y.) Public 
Library (about 20 miles north of Utica). At 10 
years of age, Jennifer is the world’s youngest yo- 
yo professional. 

e The Summer 1991 issue of “Fantastic Flyer’ 
magazine (the magazine for kids published by 
Delta Air Lines Inc. for children ages 2 through 
12) who fly on Delta, contains a one-page article 
on “Yo-Yo Motion” by Jim Story that tells about 
the basics of the yo-yo and explains how to do 
several basic yo-yo tricks. 

e Do you need a license toyo-yo? Now you can 
get one that fits in your wallet and comes in 
laminated plastic. Send $1 plus 2 self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Ted Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly 
Ave #8, Louisville,, KY 40206. Just to show you 
that great minds think alike, we had been planning 
to issue our Own yo-yo license as an incentive to 
encourage readers to renew their subscriptions, 
and have even gotten it almost ready to go But 
Ted beat us to market. We still may get ours out, 
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but don’t let that stop you from picking up one of 
his. They’ re neat and fun to cary in your wallet 
and show your friends. 

e@ Reader Jeny Patlow of Farmington Hills, 
Mich, sends along an article about rap singer 
Yolanda “Yo-Yo” Whitaker. Does anybody know 
any thing more about her? Does she yo-yo? If not, 
would she like to learn how? How can we get in 
touch with her? Let us know if you have answers 
to these questions. 

@ How do you display a yo-yo on your desk? 
Don Watson has developed a very simple but ef- 
fective yo-yo holder that props up a single yo-yo 
on edge so it can be placed on a shelf or desk for 
easy viewing. They’ re available directly from him 
for $2 each plus $1 shipping and handling per 
dozen units. Quantity prices: SO or more, $1.20 
each; 1,000 ormore, $1.00 each, plus shipping and 
handling. Don makes each one himself. Contact 
him at 2450 Foothill Bivd., Calistoga, CA 94515, 
707/S84-4734. 


CONTEST NEWS 


@ Correction: The date we listed in ourlast issue 
for the Washington State Yo-Yo Championship 
was wrong. The correct date is Sept. 21, 1991, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 pm, at the Seattle Center, 
Center House. For details, contact Dale Oliver, 
14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, 206/367- 
9187. 

@ If you’ re thinking of entering the Washington 
State Championships--or even if you just like to 
yo-yo--drop by the lower level of Seattle Center 
House on the first and third Saturdays of each 
month. Free demonstrations and lessons begin at 
1 p.m, followed by a contest and prizes at 2 p.m. 
For details, contact Dale Oliver (address above). 

e Friday, June 14, was Contest Day at Cameron 
Hlementary School in Alexandria, Va. Bonnie 
Matthews is the sponsor of the school’s yo-yo 
club, the Yo Cobras, and reported the contest 
results. Beginner division: 1. Michael Hart, 2. 
Matt Donahue, 3. Jonathan Perkins. Advanced 
division: 1, Bdgar Rodriguez, 2. Steven Heman- 
dez, 3. Joe Hitt Championship division, 1. Fran- 
cisco Sorto, 2. Jose Bonilla, 3. Billy Jones. 

@ Steven Sandler of Philadelphia walked away 
with top honors in the Championship Division of 
the Northeast Yo-Yo Competition in St. Albans, 
Vt, on June 22. Jack Howley of Ithica, N.Y., came 
in second, with Taro Yamashita of Providence, 
RL, taking third. The results of the other contests 
were as follows. Beginners (11 & under): 1. Steve 
Crump, Herndon, Va.; 2. Lindsay Fletcher, St. Al- 
bans, Vt. Beginners (12-20): 1. Josh Weisbrot,, 
Kingston, N.Y., Jaclyn Baybrook, Berkshire, Vt. 
Beginners (21 and overs 1. Michael Weisbrot, 
Kingston, N.Y., 2. Nancy Powers, Wollaston, 
Mass. Advanced (12-20), Taro Yamashita, 
Providence, R.L, 2. Steven Sandler, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Blais Draper, Windsor, Nova Scotia. Ad- 
vanced (21 and over): 1. Jack Howley, Ithica, 
N.Y., 2. Stuart Crump, Hemdon, Va., 3. Michael 
Powers, Wollaston, Mass. (The contest sponsors 
bent the rules slightly to include the Washington, 
D.C, area as part of the “Northeast” so “Yo-Yo 
Times” editor Stuart Crump and his 7-year-old son 
Steve could compete (the first time either of them 
have ever competed in a yo-yo contest). 

@ It wasn’t exactly a contest. The participants 
competed primarily against themselves tosee how 
well they could do, and six of them emerged with 
the total number of points needed to receive a gold 
award yo-yo,, presented by contest emcee Yo 
Master Zeemo (Paul Kyprie of Ann Arbor, Mich.) 
at the Flushing (Mich.) Fabulous Fifties Festival 
on June 15. The winners in the adult division were 
Pete Lewandowski, Bill Berendson, Dennis 
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Grzesiak, Mike Taylor Jz, Mike Taylor Sr and 
Dave Hartzberg. 


YO TIPS 


Tune That Yo! 


by Mark Kersey 


Whenever I give a demonstration, ve always 
had kids coming up to me with so many questions 
about yo-yo techniques that an experienced yo- 
yoer knows by second nature. 

Here are a few tips that every novice yo-yoer 
should know. Some of them are so simple it’s hard 
to believe. 

@ Use a SLIP knot to hold the yo-yo around your 
middle finger. Don’ t stick your finger in the exist- 
ing (non-slip) loop at the end of the string. Begin- 
ning yo-yoers will almost instinctively try to put 
their finger in the non-slipping loop. One way to 
help prevent them from doing this is to make the 
loop so small that the beginner cannot slipa finger 
inside it and will be forced to remember that the 
loop should be made into a slip knot 

e Cut your string to size. Generally the string 
should come approximately to your belt buckle, 
although experienced y o-yoers sometimes prefer 
a Shorter orlongerstring. Afteryou become profi- 
cient with the yo-yo, experiment to discover the 
best length for you. 

e@ When replacing a string, be sure to use a 
genuine yo-yo string. Don’t tic it to its axle. 

e When using a new yo-yo with a wooden axle, 
you can put a groove in it by wrapping a yo-yo 
string around a doorknob, holding it tight and rub 
the yo-yo up and down along the string. This pro- 
cedure also removes any paint as well as any 
roughness in the surface. 

@ Even if you don’t wax your string, you may 
want to use a little wax on the string when you 
break in the yo-yo in the above fashion. This can 
add to a smooth axle. 

@ Don’ t use an old, dirty, shabby string. Replace 
it! 

@ Most kids have trouble winding the string 
around the axle. It just goes around and around. 
Teach the kids tostick their thumb over the groove 
of the yo-yo, wind the string ONCE over the 
thumb, then lift the thumb slightly and continue 
winding the string (loosely) undemeath the 
thumb. Then, pull the thumb out of the loop and 
wind the loop into the yo-yo. As you reach the end 
of the yo-yo string, wind it a little tighter. 


More Yo Tips 


e@ Here’s a maneuver we saw at the DJA that 
could be adapted to the yo-yo. Junior juggling 
competition third-place finisher Sean McKinney 
tossed his clubs high in the air, fell to the floor, 
tumed a quick somersault and came up just in time 
to snare them out of the air just as they descend- 
ed. This would be a tough but spectacular way to 
conclude your act: Shoot a sky rocket high into the 
air, somersault and catch the yo-yo as it comes 
down. 

@ One JJA performer gamered a few laughs by 
suddenly announcing in his act, “I will now at- 
tempt to juggle while sucking on a mint.” This bit 
could be adapted to the yo-yo. 

@ Atip we leamed the hard way: Check out the 
surface you will be performing on before you go 
on stage. We were presenting a yo-yo workshop 
on the covered gym floor at the DA convention 
and could not get our “Walk the Dog” tricks to 
work. The floorcovering (to protect the floor from 
dropped juggling items, falling unicycles, etc.) 


was a thick, tacky plastic, which caused ouryo-yo 
to lose a great deal of spin quickly. We never 
thought to check that point out in advance, and it 
took several tries—in front of the audience —to 
make both our dog walk and our “Creeper” to 
Tetum successfully to the hand. 

@ Towax or not towax is a continuing question. 
‘The answer depends on who you are talking to. 
Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash., puts a touch--a very 
tiny touch--of wax inside the loop area at the yo- 
yo end of the string before placing the yo-yo on 
the string. This is then transferred to the axle. Dale 
does this only with wooden axles, never metal. He 
especially wams against letting any wax geton the 
insides of a plastic yo-yo. 


POETRY 


A Very Proud Mom... 


...and she has reason to be. Her son, Don Dun- 
can, has carried on the family tradition started by 
his father, Donald F, Duncan Sr, who founded the 
Duncan Yo-Yo company in the late 1920s. 

Young Don retired from the Duncan company 
in the 1960s, but in recent years he’s reentered the 
field with his own company, Playmaxx, which 
produces the “world’s longest spinning” regular 
(.¢., non-transaxle) yo-yo. 

Don’s mom was so enthralled by the Piaymaxx 
Pro-Yo that she wrote a poem to celebrate it 

One of these days we hope to be able to visit 
Mss. Duncan and interview her fora future article. 


be. Next year Pm going to have to work even har- 
der to get the girls interested. Any ideas? 

Ourcontest [see “CONTEST NEWS” ] was fun. 
Unfortunately, many of the students who have 
been yoing decided not to enter. I had hoped fora 
larger turnout. So many of my students are afraid 
of failing and really don’t believe they can suc- 
ceed. In their mind, being first is the only winner 
I'm working on that attitude. Progress is slow, but 
I'm trying very hard to help them undesstand that 
anyone who TRIES is a WINNER, even if they 
don’t come in first. 

Yo Cobras. If there is a way, I’m sure we'll have 
ayo-yoclub next year 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
ptimarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 


soin-ofts 


Displaying your collectian/History/Science 


Patent reprints, gemes, articles, how-to's, profiles, yo-yos & tops appearii 
in art as well as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” 


a removable yo-yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
Add fact to your fum with Spia-Offs 
3 issues/yeac. Actual top included ia Spring issue. 
$18/year or $30/2 years/Overscas add $6/ycar 
Make check payable to T-Place. Mail ta 


The Research and Playful Publica: 
tloa about Splnaing Tope, Gyros, 
Rotating Toys & Related Devices 


3 


Spinning Top Museum, 492 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53106 


_ Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 
Your $8 first-year’s 

membership brings you: tt 
gconam ci tome met SMONAER) 
Man inaction, the SmoBro Newsletters 

“Just Say YO!" bumper sticker, 1wo y 

Smothers Brothers patches, » biography \ 

of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the = 

brothers and a hsting of their concert ap- BROTH KS 
pearances. 

FAN CLUB 


P.O Box 74130 
Los Angeles. CA 90004 


Send your check or 
moncy order today to: 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 
"It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 


Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Siage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 


Regularly $11.95. Whil ies last: $5.95 postpaid 
“The Pro-Yo” toys.” (USS. funds; for shippingto 
If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive | Canadian addresses. add Send your check today o: 
= 00; other fore: 4 “lt’ ime!” 
by Janet I. Duncan a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, Please allow a weeks for Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
“Yo-Yo Matriarch” Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves oe lg U.S., and at Herndon, VA 22070 
Aliittle top in the future, please be advised that sending us east pie als Saga aie 
Spine ae “ yourtrick thatyou are giving “ Pa ip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 


And then it walks alon; 
. You will, of course, receive full credit in both 


It sometimes swings 


When hands are deft, places as the originator of the trick.) IF YOU BE ates [IN Lrall 
Then races back PA De Pad dosnt for the igh | WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
Shpall septate Cilges wied Tele tig OE ube. PATRONIZE OUR 
aie: a “Around the World Backwards ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
Now has another name, and Change Your Mind” THEM THE REASON WHY. 
APro-Yo made by Playmaxx. Francisco Sorto 

Of tops it is the best. Alexandria, Va. 


All players are impressed! - 

It whirls and twirls 

And then unfurls. 

‘Tis magic to the eye 

And quick to mystify. 

Executive and children too, 

Adults and special folk 

All play it with consummate skill 
And love the fun with tricks--a thrill. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


A Successful Club Year 


by Bonnie Matthews 


Ouryo-yo unit in the gym classes was very suc- 
cessful this year at Cameron Hlementary School 
in Alexandria, Va., where I ama gym teacher. I am 
aiso the faculty sponsor of the school’s yo-yo club, 
the Yo Cobras. 

My one concem is that very few girls have been 
attracted to the yo-yo. I personally (having ance 
been a girl myself who loved the yo-yo, and still 
do) have trouble understanding why this should 


Throw a backwards “Around the World.” Catch 
the yo-yo when it has gone behind you and is about 
shoulder high. 

Francisco catches it without tuming around or 
looking behind. 

“Dizzy Dog” 
Billy Jones 
Alexandria, Va. 


Do “Walk the Dog” around in circles in front of 
you. 


“Jeepers Creepers” 
Bonnie Matthews 
Manassas, Va. 

Throw a fast “Sleeper.” Swing the yo-yo back- 
wards and gently touch the yo-yo to the ground 
behind you. Let the yo-yo “Walk” or “Creep” for- 
ward until it is in front of you and you are down 
on one knee, as if performing the “Creeper” Tug 
the string and call the yo-yo home, letting it creep 
back to you as it winds up. 


“Slice the Pie” 
Wesley Hall 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Y-Yb Times” are available, including: 
#1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2 and 4-3.. 
If an issue is out of stock, we will send you a 
photocopy of the issue, unless you specify other- 
wise. Send $2 for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For other foreign 
orders, add $1 for postage and handling per issue, 
except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 and #2-6 and 
3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Tires, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


Alexandria, Va. 

Do “Around the World,” tuming your body so 
that you finish with a “Lunar Loop” (“Loop the 
Loop”) across the front of your body. 


“Walk the Dog 

with a Looong Leash” 
Daren Bedford 
Toronto, Ontario 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 


Enhance Grain, Feel Great! . 
a Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
¥ ) Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A h B Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 
WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 


1187 Coast Village Road, *249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


SLO~-YO.. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Coior Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin tx 78756 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
aa A complete compendium of 
—.__—sryo-yo tricks and history. 
'y Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed. and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


This trick is not for the timid. First you have to 
master the difficult art of riding the seven-foot 
unicycle, which is no easy task. 

Then, you equip a yo-yo with an extra-long 
String and “Walk the Dog” while riding the 
unicycle. You can also try other tricks, such as 
“Around the World” and “Forward Pass,” and 
maybe even “Reach for the Moon.” 


“The Sweetest Yo-Yo Trick 
in the World” 

Lew Newmeyer, 

Silver Spring, Md. 

Lew is one of the most creative originators of 
new and unique yo-yo tricks we’ve ever met 
Many (if not most) involve some sort of gimmick 
to get a laugh. Such is the case with this one. 

To prepare for this trick, Lew takes two sugar 
cookies and connects them in the middle with a 
tubber axle. He then wraps a simple string around 
the axle, 

He makes his confectionery yo-yo go up and 
down a few times, then he catches it and eats it. 

"How sweet it is,” he says. 

”You can’t do any tricks with it, but you make 
it go up and down,” he explains. 

“Robbing the Cradle” 
Dean and Brad Wicklund 
Wheaton, Ill. 
The Wicklunds performed this trick at our“New 


Yo-Yo Tricks” workshop at the DA. First, Dean 
performed a “Rock the Baby,” rocking the yo-yo 


through the cradle three times. His son, Brad, who 
was standing beside him, reached out and grabbed 
the yo-yo on the forward swing, yanking it away. 


“E] Toreador” 

"Mr. Pro-Yo” Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash., 
showed us this trick, which he said was performed 
quite well by Charlie Carano. 

This is a simple trick in concept but a tough one 
to perform. 

"Loop the Loop” with one hand sideways while 
simultaneously looping the yo-yo in your other 
hand behind you so it is parallel to your back and 
horizontal to the floor. 

The effect is that of a toreador in the bullfight- 
ing ring flashing his cape behind his back to chal- 
lenge the bull into a charge. 


“The Pendulum” 
Ben Serkin 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

This trick has a symmetry to it that can rapidly 
elevate the performer to the state of yo. 

Do a “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” While the 
yo-yois still spinning, roll it off the string and let 
it swing in an are below both of your hands and 
back over the index finger of your right hand, 
completing a “Reverse Man on the Flying 
Trapeze.” Then roll it off again and swing it back 
to the original “Man on the Flying Trapeze,” and 
then off. 

If you can repeat this sequence two times on the 
same string with a conventional yo-yo, you are 
definitely a candidate fora yo-man (oryo-person) 
award. 

The secret to the “Reverse Man on the Flying 
Trapeze” is to leave enough slack in the string so 
that the yo-yo doesn’ t just run off your finger. 

I have found the Playmaxx Pro-Yo to be ideal 
for this trick. 


APPLICATIONS 


Tool of the Trade 


The yo-yois intended for amusement, diversion 
and entertainment. Right or wrong? 

In at least one instance, the answer is “wrong.” 

Dr Melissa Warfield, a pediatric oncologist at 
the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters in 
Norfolk, Va., uses her yo-yo daily in her work. 

When she is getting to know a new patient, she 
will reach down into one of the deep pockets in 
her white coat and come up with a yo-yo. After 
she flips it out a few times, she has an instant 
friend. 

She says itis amazing how ayo-yo can focus the 
attention of, say, an eight-year-old boy. 

Once they realize that Dr Warfield is fun, the 
children look forward to her next visit. 

(Submitted by Josephine W. Hubbell, Ph.D., of 
Norfolk, Va.) 


The “Martial” Art of Yo 


by Charles Short 
heyenne, Wyo. 

As a martial artist, as well as a yo-yo-ologist, I 
find that the yo-yo has come to be a very medita- 
tive and introspective experience for me. I have 
found that one way to combine the two facets and 
heighten my “State of Yo” is to develop “Katas” 
for the yo. 

A kata, or “form,” is a set of movements that 
combine to form a sort of “dance.” You perform it 
the same way cach time until you are proficient 
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enough to move on to the next kata. 

Although I appreciate the humor that is inherent 
with yoing, to me it is more important to impart 
as much grace and beauty into my tricks as pos- 
sible. I find that it helps me tremendously to prac- 
tice in this mannez, both when I am performing or 
developing one of these katas or working up an in- 
dividual trick. 

Although I question the teaching of these katas 
in the martial arts context because it is difficult to 
find an opponent who will do exactly what you 
want him to do in the order you have leamed to 
defend against it, there is no other purpose except 
to be able todo the tricks correctly when yo-yoing. 

The question of the yo-yos’s practical applica- 
tion doesn’t arise. If you are familiar with tai chi 
or have even seen it done, then you can imagine 
how pretty it would be to watch someone perform 
with the yo-yo ina graceful, flowing manner. 

Start by combining as many tricks as possible. 
Thy at least fourtostart. Do them in the same order 
each time, until you do them as smoothly as your 
talent allows. Work on each kata until you develop 
a logical beginning, middle and end. 

Then go to work on your next one. Remember 
each one and continue to practice them all. 

Through the years you will have developed 
quite an “arsenal” of yo-yo tricks atyour disposal! 


Why Not Yo in Public? 


by Michael Main, San Diego 


Why not yo in public? What's wrong with it? 
Nothing! 

What's the social stigma of standing in line at 
the bank and playing with a yo-yo? It embarras- 
ses my wife. 

Now, P'm not very good at it, but I’ m better than 
any of the people watching me. 

I keep four yo-yos in my trunk and one in my 
pocket all the time in case somebody comes up 
and says, “Let me try that.” Which they hardly 
ever do. 

Just the other day, I was driving along and I saw 
an older guy walking along bouncing a tennis ball. 
T yelled out the car window, “You need ayo-yo!” 
He smiled, and you could see the thought going 
through his mind. 

If I'd had more time, I bet we’ d have talked, but 
getting on the freeway is getting on the freeway, 
so I had to move on. 

Yo-yoing is a real stress releaser, both for you 
and for those watching you. 

My sister has one of ouryo-yos on her desk at a 
major insurance company. She plays with it on her 
breaks. She also has four or five of them in the 
drawer and sells them forme. She has a small sign 
on herdesk that says, “Yo-yos forsale.” You might 
say she’s one of our major accounts. That's how 
small we are. 

I’m often asked what's the best material for a 
yo-yo, I tell them nothing tastes like wood. All 
those other materials are fancy and I admire them, 
but they don’t feel like a yo-yowhen they hit your 
hand. They feel like a machine. 


The Airport Toy 


Got some down time waiting for a plane at the 
ai ? 

Michael Brown, who is primarily a juggler, tells 
us that he always keeps a yo-yo in his pocket when 
he travels. 

”I use the yo-yo as an airport prop,” he told us. 
“When I have layover time and I’ m stuck waiting 
for a flight, I pull it out and practice with it 

It keeps me amused. It’s better than [juggling] 


balls. If you drop a ball, it might roll half-way 
down the concourse. The yo-yo is safe. Until the 
string breaks.” 


When you do succeed in mastering the trick — 
and if you keep a positive attitude and keep work- 
ing at it, you WILL succeed! —you will feel anew 
awareness. That will lead to a higher state of yo. 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 


H Remember how great it felt when you first * Solid Piece of Beechwood 
Keeping a Positive learned how to make your yo-yo sleep? It felt Spee a apestre Mo 
P y i Ne bear * Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
Yo-Attitude Re ee feelings as you attempt to e ag won cus 
cam © Made in Sweden 
by Scott Musgrave When you do succeed, carry that feeling with Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
you through the day. Spread the wannth to your Two Yo-Yos - $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
The Yo-Yo Illusionist” friends and family. You will know what it is to be ee 


Having a positive attitude is different from “the 
state of yo.” The positive attitude must come first. 

You are literally what you think you are. This at- 
titude also applies to what you can do orcan’t do. 

Having a healthy, positive attitude toward doing 
a trick will helpyou concentrate betterand actual- 
ly aid you in taking the correct actions toward 
mastering the trick. 

If your thoughts are, “I can’t do it, this is too 
hard,” you just make your body and brain believe 
that you can’t do it. Either you won’ t do the trick 
at all, orit will take youan unnecessarily long time 
to master it. 

By knowing what you want to accomplish and 
taking action in that direction, you WILL get a 
result. Your desire and attitude determines if you 
get what you desire. 

How do you put yourself in the correct frame of 
mind to achieve the desired results? 

Visualize yourself successfully doing the trick 
you are attempting to master. Keep an open, clear, 
positive attitude. 

Say toyourself, “I CAN DO THIS TRICK! Iam 
doing this trick!” 

Feel the great emotions of satisfaction and joy 
when you attempt to learn hard tricks. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


ft ig Wk ea en ne del oi 


' SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo- Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 


a success! 


Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or 
teacher you’ve lost touch with? Share the infor- 
mation with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other 
information about anyone whose name appears in 
this section, contact us at Yo-b Times, and we’ ll 
put you in touch with the individual who placed 
the original request. 

“Mac” Culhane 

“I would like to get in touch with 50’s Cheerio- 
Hiker Pro “Mac” Culhane,” Rich Machniak of 
Howell, Mich., writes. “If anybody knows his 
whereabouts, please get in touch with me.” 


Leo Norman 

Larry Shumate believes that his old cohort, 
former Duncan yo-yo pro Leo “Bingo” Norman, 
may still be alive. The last he heard, Leo had 
entered the Catholic brotherhood in the Mil- 
waukee, Wisc., area. Does anyone know what be- 
came of him? 


Bunny Martin 

We've heard from several people that they’ve 
seen Bunny Martin in action at conventions 
around the country, but no one seems to know how 
to contact him. The former world champ is out 
there somewhere. Have you seen him in action? 
Can you direct us to him? We'd like to do an in- 


payment as follows: terview and profile on him. 
(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next Lost Souls 


(Bird in. 
ee 
‘Yor 


We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Compan 
Box 349 i 
Wallace, tdaho 83873 | 


1-800-535-3364 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 


Write for information. 


We'll put you on our 
mailing list. 


Yor (Bird in. Hand, 


847 W. 5th St., Chico, CA 95928 


je OVER THE FALLS « FLYING SAUCER ® WARP DRIVE « TIDAL WAVE * BRAIN TWISTER ® 


WE'RE ON THE MARKET 
America’s Best! ONE PIECE 
Wooden Yo-Yo 

« Tournament Quality » Dynamically Balanced 
® Spectacular Finishes « Custom Designs, Labeling 
e Rhinestones & Holograms 
Watch for: 
« Limited Edition Yo-Yo Announcements 
e American Spinners Jackets 
* Yo-Yo Cards 


Asmerican Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr. 

Wayne, NJ07470 

Phone & Fax: 
201-694-7773 
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THE SB-2 BALL BEARING YO-YO 


“TOM KUHN GET OUT OF TOWN! No yo-yo can do 50 
Around the World's, and sleep for a full minute!” The SB-2 Ball 
Bearing Yo-Yo can, - and then some! After 3 years of research and 
development, we're delighted and proud to offer the most exciting yo- 
yo in our 14 year history. The SB-2 will become your companion for fun 
as it invites you to excel in the yo-yo an. YO for it! And as always, your 


issue. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


With almost every issue we mail out, we get a 
few copies back with “address unknown.” Many 
of these are from individuals who have paid for 
their subscriptions, and we’d like to be able to 
deliver them. Others called our voice mail bax and 


[ ] lyearofYo-YoTimes $12.00 


[ ] 2years of Yo-Y Times $18.00 


[ ] 3 years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (4-4) 


NAME 


ADDRESS, 
CITY STATE ZIP. 
Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 - JC 
Herndon, VA 22070 


Pe MS = 


left their address to receive a sample copy but the 
name and/or address was unclear or inaccurate 
and the issue came back. Therefore, if you know 
any of the following people’s current address, 
could you please send it to us? Some of these 
names may be spelled incorrectly. (The city listed 
is where we mailed the issue that was returned.) 

Biizabeth Brock (Nantucket, Mass.); Patrick 
McGownd (Anchorage, Alaska); John Mega 
(Clifton, N.J.}; Travis Mood (Houston, Tex.) 
Kenji Ohseki (Ithaca, N.Y.); Maggie Thompson 
(Genesea, Ill.); Grover Schwartz (Odessa, Tex.); 
Mark Tresnicky (Baylor Univ., Waco, Tex.}; 
Adam Volansky (St. Louis, Mo.). 

Also, Frank Leone (Astoria, N.Y.); Richard Al- 
bert, Canada Games Co. (Downsview, Ontario); 
Sam Strand (Rapid City, S.D.}; Stephen Dampier 
(Winston-Salem, N.C.); Steve Morabito (W. 
Babylon, N.Y.); Joe Arts (Dallas, Tex.); Shawn 
Shiflett (Chicago, Ill.); Jacob Hesler (Hermitage, 
Tenn.); Travis Mood (Houston, Tex.); Lance 
Coombes (Federal Creek, Calif.); Kay Dom 
(somewhere in Mississippi, ZIP 38863). 

Also, Gavin Carter, Ragun, Ala.; Rachael Paine, 


satisfaction is our greatest concem. (P.S. I'm staying in town!) 


!7GreKichon 


Cheb 24. Deyo 

SB-2 + Flight Manual & Accessories D 
Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, Ltd. $75.00 

2383 California Street post-paid S 


San Francisco, CA 94115 


Order Toll Free (800) U.S.-YOYOS thats (800) 879-6967 


Birmingham, Ala.; Abul Thee, Brighton, Ala.; Jim 
Freeland, Chatleroy, Pa.; Dave Miller, Dearbom 
Heights, Mich.; Mike Kinger, Lincoln, Neb.; 
Capt. Phillip Kesler, APO, New York, N.Y.; 
Michael Leach, Rivercrest Valley, Tex.; Mark 
Tresnicky, Waco, Tex.; Ken Filary, Detroit, Mich.; 
Shawn Shiflett, Chicago, IIl.; Jason Miller, Solana 
Beach, Calif.; Bruce and Jennifer Saunders, Hun- 
tingburg, Ind. 

Virginia, Minn.: Chris Axon, Courtney Wind, 

Prescott, Ariz.: Vera Crowell, Terry White, 
Alison Andrada. 

hannibal, Mo: Amber (no last name); Ann 
Taylor, Travis (no last name), Amy Georgehill; 
Dana Denn; David Dares. 

Lagrange, Mo.: Peter Boz, Dean Jones, Joyce 
Abasis. 
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San Angelo, Tex.: Julie Chung, Amie Payne. 

IF YOUR NAME APPEARS HERE or you 
know any of the individuals listed here, please 
WRITE to us, sending us your (or their) correct 
address and phone number. 


How to Start a Yo-Yo Class 


Dennis Grzesiak, Oxford, Mich. 


Bringing the yo-yo back to its original state and 
Status as the world’s greatest toy in the 1990s re- 
quires a great deal of imagination and creative ef- 
fort. 

For those of us who are so dedicated, may I sug- 
gest contacting the director of community educa- 
tion in your area and make an offer to teach an 
evening class in yo-ology. 

Nearly all cities, townships, villages, etc. across 
the U.S. have a taxpayer-funded by the local 
department of parks and recreation. Don’t be 
surprised by their willingness to sponsor youth- 
oriented yo-yo demonstrations and contests. 

They often have several dollars in their general 
funds for the purchase of yo-yos, patches and 
trophies. 

Teaching classes is a great way to advertise the 
continuing need for yo-yo services and to further 
our cause of yo-yo spinning across America. 


SHOPTALK 


Help! 


Those of you who have been subscribing to “Yo- 
Yo Times” for more than a year may have noticed 
an interesting evolution we’ve been going 
through. 

We started as a 4-page letter, doubled to an 8- 
page letter with our second issue, then made a 
valiant effort to expand into a full-size magazine 
last year, with a 24-page issue for Jan.-Feb. 1990. 

Unfortunately, that effort was shortchanged 
when most of the advertisers who had supported 
the extra growth backed out because they did not 
feceive enough response from readers to justify 
their continued advertising —even at our low 
rates! 

The new, higher postage rates didn’t help. We 
are still mailing first class. We tried the cheaper, 
fourth class rates once and were so disappointed 
with the slow delivery times we’ re trying neverto 
do that again. Second class is also less ex pensive, 
but our circulation base is not yet large enough to 
permit us to take that step. 

A few issues ago we dropped from 10-point 
down to8-point type so that we could pack in more 
information without needing to add extra pages. 

Here’s where we need your help. We would like 
to grow to a bigger size, but we can’t without (1) 
a larger circulation (we’ re now atabout 1,000 paid 
subscribers) and (2) support from advertisers. 

Regarding (1), you're already doing your part 
by subscribing. Please encourage your yoing 
friends to do the same! 

Regarding (2), we ask you to PLEASE support 
our advertisers — and tell them that you read about 
them in “Yo-Yo Times” and that you appreciate 
their continued advertising. 

We have a whole lot of articles we've been hold- 
ing and would love to publish, but we just don’t 
have room for them in our present size, Chris 
Cook submitted a delightful interview with Dale 
Oliver Stephanie Bay brook wrote an interesting 
article on how to put together a yo-yo show and 
sell it locally. 

“Yo-Yo Times” is a small, independently 
produced newsletter that is not supported or un- 
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derwritten by any yo-yo company (apart from the 
advertising). It is owned, written, published and 
distributed by the editor and his wife, with oc- 
casional help from our kids. We do not have big 
bucks behind us. If we ever do, we promise you 
they will go into producing a bigger, better 
newsletter. They will not go into our pockets! We 
do appreciate your support. 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo- Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Yo-¥% Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

YO-YOLICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 

JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Dungan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
WANTED: YO-YOERS (OVER 21) who enjoy 
working with kids. New program. No travel. 
Good earnings. Please reply by resume or 
letter c/o “Yo-Yo Times,” P.O. Box 1519-PYM, 
Herndon, VA 22070. No calls, please! We will 
forward your letters along to the party that 


Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


FIRST CLASS 


placed this ad and who wishes to remain 
anonymous at this time. 


The State of Yo 


by Bill Alton, Portsmouth, N.H. 


Editor, “Noble Disk” 

If you have read up on youryo-yo literature late- 
ly, there has been much talk of something called 
the state of yo. I throw the yo-yo rather seriously 
and know the state of yo. 

As you throw the yo-yo, it comes and goes. 
Sometimes it comes and goes in a few seconds, 
and it seed like five minutes. Sometimes you can 
be lost in it for ten or fifteen minutes, and it seems 
like a few seconds. It is that nebulous state that is 
hard to define. You know the feeling? 

If you have read up on your psychology litera- 
ture lately, there has been much talk of something 
called “flow states.” In the discussion of flow 
States, it occurred to me that the state of yo is a 
flow state. Flow states are never properly defined, 
but are generally agreed to occur when the mind 
is deep at work solving problems, and the sense of 
time is greatly distorted. Also, researches note that 
flow states are most often associated with sports, 
arts or craftsman-type work. 

I would classify yo-yo throwing as more of an 
art than a sport, and as a craftsman, I see 
similarities in the most demanding of my trade 
skills and the skills needed for yo-yo throwing. 

What caught my attention immediately, even 
more than the similarity between the state of yo 
and flow states, was that both were described with 
the word state. It is interesting that both yo-yo 
throwers and psychologists chose the same term 
to define this generally undefinable condition. 

And the good news is that flow states are recog- 
nized as a good thing, and penerally regarded as a 
healthy sign. 

So, here is to the flow state of yo. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is 
it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “8/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST_ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 


notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write 
your "account number" (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of 
the mailing label) and the word" RENEWAL" on your check. 
See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t miss 


a single issue! 


PLEASE FORWARD 


